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Guidelines for Concrete Floors  

General Guidelines

· If slab is to be poured over a wood sub-floor use 15lb. roofing paper as a vapor barrier between wood                               and concrete.

· The thickness of the slab can be as thin as 2” when sub-floor is engineered for added support.

· 2” concrete weighs approx. 25lbs. Per sq. ft.

· Concrete should be 4,000 psi or greater.

· Small aggregate or “chat-mix” is desired.

· Add fiber and other reinforcement where required.

· Plan for control joints if necessary.

· Follow good concrete practices for conditions.

· Hard-trowel finish.

Specific Guidelines for Concrete that is to be Stained

Curing

· Freshly poured slab should be covered completely with black plastic within the first 12-24 hrs. after slab is poured.

· Tape all joints and seal edges to completely encase the freshly poured concrete.

· NEVER use any liquid curing compounds or sealer on a slab that is to be stained.

· DO NOT use tape to adhere plastic to concrete.

· Concrete should be covered for a minimum of 7 days.  If possible slab should be covered for 30 days.

During Construction

· Concrete slab should be protected from all contaminants i.e. sheetrock mud, glue, stains, paint overspray or drips, mud, grease and oils.

· Keep slab covered with plastic sheeting, do not place blue-board or plywood directly on concrete.

· Decorative stain-work should take place after construction towards the very end of the project.

· It is preferred to run all base board after slab is stained and sealed.

· The scoring, staining and sealing process is 3-5 days.

Care and Cleaning

· Sweep, vacuum, or mop regularly.

· Do not use abrasive cleaners on sealed concrete.

· Finish can be maintained by applying an acrylic safe floor-finish, such as Mop & Glow periodically as needed.
*** Following these simple guidelines will help keep costs down and ensure that your slab can be successfully stained to create a beautiful, low maintenance flooring surface that you and your clients will be pleased with.

